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From the Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 27 July 
1900: 

NEW SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENT 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY JULY 25 
 

NAVAL VOLUNTEERS FOR CHINA 
The question before the House was a motion by 
the Premier: ‘That this House is of the opinion that 
New South Wales should equip and despatch a 
military force for service with the Imperial army in 
China.’ 
 …………………………………….  
 
From the Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 3 
August 1900: 

NEW SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENT 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
THURSDAY AUGUST 2 

 
MILITARY FORCE FOR CHINA 

The Vice-President of the Executive Council 
moved: ‘That this House is of opinion that New 
South Wales should equip and despatch a military 
force for service with the Imperial army in China.’ 
He said that they had the same justification for 
sending troops to China that they had for 
despatching contingents to South Africa, and it 
would show the world that the colony was quite as 
prepared to assist England in her difficulties in 
China as she was in regard to South Africa. It was 
proposed to send two hundred and fifty men to 
China, and they would receive the same pay as 
the Imperial forces. The men, although for the 
most part they belonged to the Naval Brigade, 
would be used as a land force. 
Mr Want: Horse marines. 
The Vice-President of the Executive Council said 
that their knowledge of nautical matters would be 
of great assistance while they were on the 
vessels, but he thought they would prove to be 
very useful on land. (Hear, hear.)  
Mr Want said he intended to vote against the 
proposal. In the case of the war in South Africa 
the troops were sent to assist Great Britain when 
it was known that Great Britain was to a certain 
extent in difficulties, but it was now proposed to 
send 250 men to China to assist the Powers. 
South Australia had offered not only men, but a 
gunboat, and the latter offer had been rejected by 
the British Government, showing that it had not 
the slightest interest or desire for any troops from 
Australia to go to China at all. If the colony were 
to undertake to participate in all wars that Great 
Britain went into New South Wales would have its 
hands pretty full. The colony would not only have 
to pay the piper, but it would have the other 
Powers looking towards us as a part of the 
Empire to be attacked and punished. He hoped 

the House would place on record its 
disapprobation of the proposal. 
Mr Pilcher said he had no doubt that the 
resolution, so far as the House was concerned, 
was a perfect farce. Whatever the House said or 
thought the Government would do as it liked. The 
main question to be considered was whether 
there was anything to justify Parliament in 
saddling the people with the large expenditure 
which would be involved be sending men to 
China. It appeared to him that there was no 
justification for sending men there. The question 
of sending troops to South Africa stood on a far 
different footing. Great Britain was fighting there 
under different circumstances and under 
conditions which it seemed at first she did not fully 
appreciate. He did not see what possible good it 
would do to send troops to China. If the five great 
Powers could not bring the Chinese to a sense of 
propriety, he did not see what the few men from 
Australia could do. He thought the House was 
only correct in calling upon the people of this 
colony to pay money to assist the mother country 
when circumstances justified it. 
Dr Bowker said he would like to call attention to 
another aspect of the subject. The Government 
had only come to ask the opinion of the 
Legislative Council when the matter had been 
settled upon and was being carried through. 
The Vice-President of the Executive Council: That 
has occurred because we lost a night last week 
as well as last night. 
Mr Want: But the arrangements were made long 
ago. 
Dr Bowker said that the way in which the matter 
was being arranged was belittling the House. 
Mr Gould said there was a great deal in the 
contention that the House should be treated with 
a fair and adequate amount of respect. If the 
House were going to negative the resolution it 
should be remembered that the Government 
would come up by-and-bye with a bill to vote 
supplies to meet the expenses of sending the 
men away.  
Mr Millen said the House should say it did not 
believe in sending the troops to China even if 
subsequently it had to vote an amount to cover 
the cost of sending men there. He had been 
listening to hear from the representative of the 
Government some substantial reason in favour of 
the project. He joined in the protest made by 
previous speakers that the House had not been 
consulted in time to allow its opinions to have 
sufficient weight. Australia could not be content, 
without having a voice in deciding the policy of the 
Empire, that it should always be called upon to 
furnish men for the prosecution of the Empire’s 
wars. He thought Australia should regard itself as 
a place which might contribute reserve forces on 
emergency, and he did not think the House could 
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be considered less patriotic than it had been 
hitherto if it now thought that the time had arrived 
to repress the tendency to military swagger which 
had recently been so much in evidence. 
Mr Slattery said it might be for a very good 
purpose well known to the Government that it was 
proposed to send men to China; that purpose 
might be to give them experience of proper 
military and naval training. On their return we 
should have highly trained men, not merely for 
local defence but available for elsewhere if 
necessary. He would vote with the Vice–President 
of the Executive Council.  
Mr Hughes said he would vote against the 
resolution. If the Government wanted to send 
troops to China to get training, a few weeks ago 
when the Government had nearly 1000 capable 
men in camp they did not think it necessary to 
send them. Nearly the whole of the Third 
Contingent was available. Affairs in China did not 
concern the community and the Empire generally 
in such a way as the South African war had 
concerned them. Whatever the House might do 
with the Supply Bill when it came along he 
thought when the House was asked directly to 
say whether it approved or not of sending troops 
to China, if the House did not approve it should 
have the straightforwardness to say so. 
Mr Brown said he would only take up the time of 
the House for a few moments to enter his 
emphatic protest against the Government send-
ing troops to China. It would probably cost the 
British authorities fifty to sixty pounds per man 
landed there, for those it was proposed to send, 
and the Imperial authorities would come to the 
conclusion in consequence that the gift of men 
was a very expensive one. Even in the days of 
the American war the British Government never 
had to pay as much as that for its men. 
Mr Meeks said that there was no doubt that 
matters of this kind should be dealt with simul-
taneously in both Houses, but he maintained that 
affairs in China seriously affected Australia as 
Australia had a very large trade with the East and 
had sent many people to China to do missionary 
work. He hoped honorable members would vote 
for the resolution and show the House was loyal 
to the backbone and spinal marrow. 
Mr McIntosh said he felt as loyal to the backbone 
as any honorable member, but he thought the 
proposition was silly, seeing that there were so 
many British troops in India available, and that 
there were 20,000 highly trained Japanese ready 
to take the field. Of what good would be 250 men 
from New South Wales? 
Mr Robson said he felt a little bit surprised at the 
warmth which had been exhibited by some hon-
orable members in regard to the motion, and it 
seemed to him that it had been very largely a 
tempest in a China teapot. (Hear, hear.) The Gov-

ernment had been charged with having slighted 
the House by submitting the motion at such a late 
stage, but honorable members must not forget 
that this was really the first opportunity the Gov-
ernment had had of bringing it forward. (Hear, 
hear.) As to the question of sending a force to 
China, while he believed that it was not advisable 
to cultivate a military spirit among our people 
more than was necessary, he would remind 
honorable members that Australia was now invol-
ved more or less in the affairs of the world, and 
whether we liked it or not we should become 
more and more involved, and whether it was in 
matters of commerce or in war we should have to 
take the necessary steps to defend our country. 
He thought that the remarks of the honorable 
member, Mr Slattery, had a great deal of force in 
them, and he also thought the subject should be 
looked at more seriously than it seemed to be at 
present. It was of no use having painted soldiers 
in our midst. We must have men of experience 
who had seen service, and the effect of these 
men going into active service would be worth a 
great deal more than the cost of equipping and 
sending them to China. (Hear, hear.) Australia 
had connections in China and a great many 
Australians were engaged in commerce and other 
avocations there. There were also many people in 
this colony who had friends and relatives in 
China, and therefore they could not help feeling 
deeply what was going on there. Our contingent 
might be of some service in regard to our 
relations with China, and in assisting to preserve 
life and property. 
Mr Pulsford said he hoped the House would not 
entertain any idea of rejecting the resolution. 
(Hear, hear.) He deprocated the encouragement 
of anything like a war spirit, but if they rejected the 
resolution the fact would go all over the world and 
induce the foreign Powers to think that there was 
a rift within the lute, and that Great Britain was not 
so united as they thought. 
Mr Dangar said that he had not seen the slightest 
desire expressed in favour of sending a force 
from the colonies to China, and so far as any 
necessity was concerned it seemed preposterous 
and ridiculous to say that two hundred men could 
be of any assistance in regard to the struggle now 
going on in China. If England was in danger 
through Chinese complications he would be one 
of the first to say that we should assist her, but 
the mother country was not in that position. He 
thought the allies in China occupied a most 
disgraceful position, and it was because in 
assenting to the resolution now submitted he 
might be taken to approve of the position England 
ad taken up with the other Powers that led him to  
hesitate in supporting it. 
Dr MacLaurin said he could not consider the 
debate on the resolution a serious one, nor could 
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he believe that the House seriously intended to 
negative it. He hoped that the House would not be 
led away by the specious arguments of some 
honorable members against the motion, and set 
themselves up against a vast majority of the 
people and the Executive Government, who took 
the responsibility of their action, and then 
submitted to Parliament for approval. (Hear, 
hear.) Two objections had been taken to the 
resolution. One was that it should not have been 
submitted to the House at such a late stage, and 
the other was that it was a wrong thing to do to 
send troops from this colony to China. As to the 
first objection he would remind honorable mem-
bers that circumstances prevented the represent-
ative of the Government from moving the resolut-
ion before, and as to the second objection he 
contended that it was the duty of every Power to 
do everything possible to preserve the lives of 
their ambassadors and other subjects in China. It 
was not conceivable that any civilised Power 
would allow such a heinous breach of the law of 
nations as had been committed in China, and 
even supposing that Great Britain was to blame 
for her former policy in regard to China, it was 
impossible that she could tamely submit to the 
massacre of her representatives and people. As 
to Mr Want’s sneer about the men this colony 
proposed to send to China being ‘horse marines’, 
he would remind honorable members of the 
splendid services rendered at Ladysmith and 
Graspan by the marines and sailors of the Power-
ful. (Hear, hear.) If they rejected the resolution 
they would associate themselves with certain 
gentlemen who had over and over again said that 
they did not approve of assisting the mother 
country under any circumstances. (Hear, hear.) 
He thought the Government had done right in this 
matter, and he was glad that the naval arm of our 
forces – which everyone had spoken of with 
respect – would have an opportunity of showing 
what they could do. (Hear, hear.) 
The Vice-President of the Executive Council 
replied, and said it was impossible to submit the 
resolution until the Assembly had come to a 
decision upon it, and, as honorable members 
know, he was unable to move it before. He would 
also remind honorable members that it was not 
only the 250 men from this colony whom were 
going, for the total number to be sent was 750, 
and the Government had received a telegram 
from the Secretary of State in which he said that if 
the Naval Brigade was prepared to serve with the 
expedition for the preservation of life and property 
in China they would render invaluable service. 
(Hear, hear.) 
The House divided on the resolution, with the 
following result: 
                               
 

    AYES, 15 
Flowers  Black  Kethel 
Wilson  Hill  Suttor 
Stuart  Ross  Creed 
Robson  Slattery  Pulsford (Teller) 
MacLaurin Dr Nash Meeks (Teller) 

NOES, 15 
Dr Bowker F J Smith Brown 
Hughes  MacIntosh Cox 
Beckhouse Dr Norton R H Roberts 
Hawken Vickery  Kerr (Teller) 
Hepher  Gould  Millen (Teller) 

 
The Deputy President said that the numbers 
being equal it was his duty to give a casting vote, 
which he did with the ayes. The resolution was  
therefore resolved in the affirmative. (Cheers.) 
 …………………………………………. 
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From the Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 3 
August 1900: 

CAPTAIN F. HIXSON, R.N. 
SKETCH OF HIS CAREER 

The appointment of Captain Francis Hixson, R.N., 
to the command of the Naval Contingent to China 
in a few days by the steamer Salamis will 
doubtless be a popular one. Captain Hixson was 
the first member who was sworn in as an officer 
of the Naval Brigade, and was then appointed to 
its command. His present selection to lead the 
naval force upon its first active service is in every 
way a source of gratification to this experienced 
naval officer as it is to the men under his 
command. Nothing could be more fitting than that 
the officer who has known the corps from its 
infancy and who has spent so many years in 
bringing it up to its present high state of efficiency 
should now be the one to lead it upon its first task 
of assisting the Empire in foreign waters. 
Captain Hixson came to the colonies in HMS 
Havannah as a junior officer in 1848, and in the 
same cruiser visited the Islands. He was 
afterwards appointed as Navigating Lieutenant to 
HMS Herald, then employed in the survey of the 
Australian coast, and he rendered valuable 
service in determining the positions of the 
dangers which now are shown on the Admiralty 
charts. After nine years of survey duty in HMS 
Herald he left the Imperial Navy in 1863 to take 
up the appointment of superintendent of pilots 
and lighthouses for the colony of New South 
Wales. 
The Marine Board of New South Wales was 
incorporated in 1871, and Captain Hixson was 
unanimously appointed its first president. This 
position was filled by the captain with distinction 
until the board was superseded by the present 
Marine Court of Inquiry. In 1893 Captain Hixson 
represented New South Wales at the Intercolonial 
Maritime Conference held at Hobart. 

THE NAVAL FORCES 
 The Naval Brigade was enrolled in 1863, or 
shortly after Captain Hixson relinquished his 
connection with the Navy. As already mentioned, 
he was appointed by the Government to 
command the force and has been its popular 
head ever since. Upon the eve of the departure of 
the brigade it is interesting to trace its history to its 
first muster on Flagstaff Hill when the force only 
numbered twenty men. Small as the beginning 
was, it soon gained in strength. The membership 
increased year by year until the Russian scare of 
a few years ago when it numbered over six 
hundred. During that scare the force was 
instrumental in allaying public anxiety. 
It was not thought necessary, however, to keep 
the brigade at the strength to which it had then 
attained, so that for some years it averaged about 
three hundred and twenty five men. Its 
commander has seen many changes in his force 
during the time it has existed, and he is now its 
oldest member. 
In the year 1886 the Naval Artillery Volunteer 
Company was placed under Captain Hixson’s 
command. This corps had been formed for the 
purpose of manning HMS Wolverine. At that time 
the vessel was taken periodically for short trips to 
sea. While under Captain Hixson’s command 
complimentary reports from several of the 
Admirals on the station from time to time as to the 
general proficiency of the brigade were received. 
The vessel on becoming obsolete was sold out of 
the service. 
The combined naval forces under the captain’s 
command number between 500 and 600 men and 
they are universally popular. 
During the time the Australians were hurrying to 
South Africa an attempt was made to have some 
of the naval volunteers included, but failed for 
various reasons, though the men were very 
anxious to go. Immediately, however, hostilities in 
the East became inevitable the cause of the naval 
men, who were still eager for active service, was 
warmly taken up in political and in military circles, 
and there seems to be no doubt that our naval 
men will acquit themselves as creditably in China 
as have our land forces in South Africa. 
Captain Hixson recognises that in his present 
command he has secured the chance of a 
lifetime, and despite his long career he feels that 
he is still vigorous enough to make his mark in the 
East and to uphold the name of the colony in 
which he has spent so many years of his life. 
During the past few days his time has been wholly 
occupied in organising the force for service. 
As to his personal valour, it may be mentioned 
that Captain Hixson is in possession of the Royal 
Humane Society’s medal for saving life at sea. 
Among the officers in the brigade are two of his 
sons who have been appointed to the commands 
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of companies with the ranks of Lieutenant. 
Another of the Captain Hixson’s sons is in 
command of the naval force at Bundaberg, 
Queensland. Each of these officers joined the 
ranks as a junior and has worked his way up by 
steady application and study. 
Captain Hixson was yesterday the recipient of 
many congratulations upon his appointment to the 
command, and among the men who compose the 
brigade the fact of their proceeding by the 
Salamis with their comrades from Victoria under 
the command of their old chief is intensely 
acceptable to them. 
 ……………………………………….  
From the Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 3 
August 1900: 
THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
FORMATION OF THE COMPANIES 
Yesterday the Naval Contingent to represent New 
South Wales was completed so far as the 
bluejackets are concerned, and the men and petty 
officers were drafted into four companies of sixty 
men each. The officers having been selected by 
the Cabinet each company will have four allotted 
to it. The strength will then be 216, to which a 
stretcher bearer company of 16 (already enrolled) 
and a party of marines 25 strong have to be 
added. The arms and accoutrements for the 
purely naval force are all complete, and so well 
has the organisation been directed that the force 
is ready to move at any moment. Those who have 
pushed forward the work of preparation are 
Lieutenant F. H. Brownlow, Instructor Rickwood, 
Sub-Lieutenants Coggins, White and Wilson and 
Warrant Officer Rolfe. Commander Connor has 
exercised a general supervision, under Captain 
Hixson, the naval commandant. It has been 
decided to make an advance of one month’s pay 
to each man, so that some provision will be made 
for their wives or families. The rate of pay is 
understood to be 7s 6d per day. 
Mr See, the Colonial Secretary, yesterday stated 
that he had given careful consideration to the 
selection of officers, and he thought the whole 
force was now a creditable one, and one which 
gives a good account of itself if opportunity 
offered. Most of the men and some of the officers 
had seen service. The Colonial Secretary 
acknowledged his obligations to the naval author-
ities who had rendered him all assistance 
possible. The contingent would embark on the 
Salamis on Wednesday next quietly and without 
any public demonstration, though there might be 
some formal leave taking at the Quay. 
The Premier was seen last night after the pass-
age in the Legislative Council on the casting vote 
of the President of the motion approving of the 
despatch of troops to China. He said that the 
narrow vote would not interfere with the arrange-
ments already made. From inquiries made in the 

lobbies it would appear that the vote was 
regarded as a ‘catch’ one. The Government was 
not prepared for it in any way, and neither was the 
House an ordinary full one. It is believed that had 
the vote been anticipated and the House well 
attended, the motion would have been carried by 
a large majority. 
In connection with the appointment of officers it is 
officially stated that Captain Hixson, R.N., will only 
accompany the force as far as Hong Kong. 
 ………………………………………….. 
From the Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 3 
August 1900: 
MARRIED v SINGLE MEN 
In the Legislative Assembly yesterday afternoon 
Mr J C L Fitzpatrick asked the Colonial Secretary 
whether his attention had been drawn to the fact 
that 75 percent of the men selected as the Naval 
Contingent for China were married men, not 
withstanding that hundreds of single men were 
available? 
The Colonial Secretary said that he had written a 
minute to the officer entrusted with the formation 
of the contingent directing him that in every case 
where a married man applied to go and his place 
could be filled by a single man, the latter should 
be selected. He (the Colonial Secretary) had 
received several letters in which the wives or 
friends of men who had applied to go objected to 
their going, and he had instructed the officer to 
strike the names of those off the list. 
INCREASING LOCAL ARMAMENTS 
The Colonial Secretary, in answer to Mr Dick in 
the Legislative Assembly yesterday said: ‘I will 
consider whether I will make provision on the 
forthcoming Estimates for – (1) Increasing the 
local strength of the naval forces, both at Sydney 
and Newcastle; (2) fully equipping the force with 
modern weapons.  
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From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Monday 6 August 1900: 
THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
FAREWELL SOCIAL 
NEWCASTLE MEN FOR CHINA 
On Saturday night Commander Gardner 
entertained the members of the Naval Brigade 
and their friends at the Lyceum Hall, the social 
being given to mark the departure for China of the 
Newcastle section of the Naval Contingent. 
Among those present were Lieut-Colonel 
Ranclaud (District Commandant), Lieut-Colonel 
Kirkaldy, V D, Surgeon Nickson, N B, and Sub-
Lieutenants Morris, Dick and Gillam, Dr Russell, 
the Mayor (Alderman Miller), the Hon J L Fegan 
(Minister for Mines), Messrs W.J. Gillam, A L 
Hunt, W S  Gardner, Mesdames Miller, Gillam, 
Nickson, Gardner, Misses Gillam, Miller, Kirkaldy 
and others. The proceedings opened with the 
Grand March shortly before nine o’clock, dancing 
being continued under the direction of P O Leslie 
and A B Smith until about 10.00 pm. The inter-
mission was utilised to form up the men in parade 
order, when the men leaving for China were 
addressed by Mr Fegan, Commander Gardner 
and the Mayor. 
Commander Gardner said that would probably be 
the last time he would have the opportunity of 
addressing them before they left for Sydney. They 
were now Imperial men, and for the future would 
serve under the Imperial flag; but wherever they 
went he felt satisfied they would uphold the credit 
of New South Wales. Their brothers in South 
Africa had done good service, and he felt sure 
that the bluejackets would do equally as well as 
their comrades in khaki. In one sense he was 
pleased Captain Hixson was going in command. 
Captain Hixson was really the father of the Naval 
Brigade, and it was a fitting honour that he should 
be chosen to lead the brigade to the front. The 
opportunity for active service was one which the 
brigade had long hoped for, and had been long in 
coming, but now it had come he trusted they 
would do credit to the service they belonged to. 
Whenever the Newcastle Naval Brigade went into 
competition with other forces they had held their 
own, and he never had any occasion to entertain 
but the best opinions of his boys. Circumstances 
prevented his going with them, but he would be 
present in spirit, and when their work was done 
would welcome them back home. 
The Mayor (Alderman Miller) said he desired to 
wish them Godspeed on behalf of the citizens, 
and felt sure the naval contingent’s record would 
be equal to that made by our men in South Africa. 
When the latter went away he had no proof of 
what they could do, but all were gratified at the 
conduct of the Australians, and he was convinced 
the bluejackets would do as well if they were 
given the opportunity. 

The Hon J.L. Fegan (Minister for Mines) said he 
wished to speak chiefly to those men who were 
going to China, as they not only represented the 
Naval Brigade and the people of Newcastle, but 
the colony of New South Wales. He could assure 
them that they had the Government behind them 
in their undertaking, as would be seen by the 
votes in the Assembly. The vote in the Legislative 
Council simply expressed an opinion of that 
House that a larger body of men should have 
been sent. It had been said by some people that 
the necessity was not the same as that which 
existed in South Africa, but he would point out 
that it was the same old flag, the same old 
Empire, and the same ‘old cause’ which called for 
their services. Although few in numbers, they 
nevertheless represented the pride and patriotism 
of New South Wales. They were leaving others 
behind who were as brave as they were, and who 
had stayed in Australia by reason of circum-
stances beyond their control. Those who were 
going carried their own honour and that of their 
comrades in their hands, and he would ask them 
by their conduct on board ship and in the field, in 
the face of danger, and in the moment of victory, 
to earn the envy and admiration of all. As handy 
men they must show the world they belonged to 
the same old race and flag. The honour of the city 
was in their hands, and his last wish towards 
them was that they might keep it unsullied, 
remaining true to their officers and flair, and might 
the God of battles ever protect them. (Applause.) 
Able Bodied seaman Wiggins, on behalf of the 
men, thanked those present for all that had been 
said and done, and assured Commander Gardner 
that Newcastle section’s actions would always be 
open and above board. 
Ringing cheers were then given for the China 
bound men, after which dancing was resumed. 
During the evening Private Larke, A M C, sang 
‘Scarlet and Blue’ and ‘Rally Round the Flag’ and 
Mr J Dunbar gave a series of recitations. 
The social, which was a most enjoyable one, 
came to a close just before midnight with ©‘Auld 
Lang Syne.’  

 DEPARTURE OF THE MEN 
The men going on active service left for Sydney 
by the afternoon train yesterday (Sunday 5 
August 1900). During the day the departing 
bluejackets were the guests of their fellow 
brigadesmen, and were driven to the station in a 
drag. A few minutes before the train left the 
brigade was formed up in the Custom House 
grounds, where Commander Gardner said a few 
words by way of parting. The individual members 
of the brigade were then given an opportunity of 
saying good-bye to their departing comrades. The 
company was then marched to the railway station, 
where, with more handshaking, final good-byes 
were said. There was an immense crowd around 
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the station, and as the train moved ringing cheers 
were given for the boys in blue. Mindful of a 
sailor’s chief necessity, the members of the naval 
brigade presented each of their departing 
comrades with a silver mounted pipe and a case 
of tobacco for division among them. The 
Newcastle contingent consists of Sub-Lieutenant  
Oscar William Gillam, A B’s Thomas Cahill,  
Eli Rose, James Wiggins, A H Sapsted, W Leslie, 
A G Shepherd, P F Wright, George Sharman,  
G W Burgess, E Madden and E Knowles.  
Stretcher party: A B’s Evan Evans and J H Priest. 
SEND OFF TO SUB-LIEUTENANT GILLAM 
On Saturday night Sub-Lieutenant O W Gillam, 
who is proceeding to China with the naval 
contingent, was given a send-off by a number of 
friends at the Great Northern Hotel. Mr H Finch 
presided, and in proposing the health of the 
guest, said he had known Mr Gillam almost from 
childhood, and having watched his career closely, 
had nothing but admiration for his character. He 
was pleased to find that the qualities shown by 
their guest at school, and later on in business, 
had been utilised with such signal success in the 
Naval Brigade as to win him the position he now 
held. He trusted his career in China would be a 
successful one, and he would ultimately return to 
Newcastle with honour and distinction. Messrs B 
Cohen, W P Ralston, H Ash, R Neilsen, E A P 
Whiteley and Dr Goding (American Consul) spoke 
in eulogy of Mr Gillam, and endorsed the opinion 
of the chairman, at the same time re-echoing the 
good wishes for Mr Gillam’s future welfare. 
Sub-Lieutenant Gillam, in replying, expressed his 
thanks for the kind wishes expressed, and trusted 
he would be spared to return again to his friends 
having done his duty as an Australian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Saturday 11 August 1900: 

SUB-LIEUTENANT O W GILLAM 

 
Sub-Lieutenant Oscar William Gillam was born at 
Albany, Western Australia in July 1877, and is 
therefore just 23 years old. After attending the 
Newcastle Grammar School for some years, 
under the Rev Mr Millard, he went to the Church 
of England Grammar School, North Sydney, for 
four years and completed his education. He was 
at all times foremost in athletic sports, rowed in 
fours and eights in the great schools’ 
championship matches, scoring one win, one tie, 
and one second place, was in the first cricket 
team and won colours at football. In October 1898 
he joined the Newcastle Corps of the Naval 
Brigade as cadet, passed midshipman’s 
examination (first class) in March last and was 
promoted to the position of Sub-Lieutenant in the 
China Contingent in the 1st August 1900. He was 
always partial to the sea, and has made several 
voyages round New Zealand, Tasmania and on 
the Australian coast. For several years he was 
employed in the firm of Earp, Gillam and 
Company and latterly held a responsible position 
in the Newcastle establishment of Messrs D  
Cohen and Co. He was a general favourite 
among all his associates, and displayed 
considerable business capacity. Although but a 
comparative beginner in the naval forces, Sub-
Lieutenant Gillam is regarded as a most 
promising officer. 
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From the Sydney Morning Herald, Wednesday  
8 August 1900: 
THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
EMABARKATION ON THE TRANSPORT 
SALAMIS 
STIRRING PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION 
The New South Wales naval forces have at 
length, after persistent endeavours, obtained their 
opportunity to demonstrate on behalf of their 
colony what manner of fighting men they are 
when the British nation takes up arms. The 
chance which has fallen to them had its first 
important stage yesterday, when two hundred and 
fifty two rank and file embarked on the British 
transport Salamis outward bound for China. It will 
be particularly gratifying to the public that the 
popular ‘first line of defence’ is thus to have its 
recognition, and those who know the force will 
have no fear that when in action the men will give 
a good account of themselves. A particular 
reason for satisfaction at the despatch of this 
body of men is that ever since the colony decided 
to actively participate in the Transvaal war the 
sailor side of our forces has thrust itself forward 
and striven for inclusion in the detachments of 
fighting men. There was no call for local naval 
forces however and the only bluejackets who 
were included in the contingents were those 
whose ardour was so irrepressible that they 
volunteered individually as soldiers in khaki willing 
for land service. When the Chinese trouble broke 
out the aspect of affairs changed. Naval forces 
were required and the New South Wales naval 
body again offered its services. The offer was not 
immediately accepted, but all officers and men, 
from the Naval Commandant, Captain Hixson, 
RN, down to the youngest private, were 
patriotically importunate and when their desire for 
service was communicated to the British 
authorities the offer of men was accepted with 
pleasure. The New South Wales Government 
decided, before assenting to the proposal, to 
consult Parliament, and it was not until Thursday 
27 July 1900 that instructions were given to 
Captain Hixson to proceed with the mobilisation 
and equipment of a naval force two hundred and 
twenty eight strong. This order was later varied by 
the addition of a party of twenty five Permanent 
Infantrymen to operate as marine light infantry. 
From the moment that definite instructions were 
issued the authorities worked with admirable 
earnestness and industry, and in ten working 
days were ready with a contingent of thoroughly 
drilled and disciplined men, every one of the 
bluejackets being familiar with his work, either 
from the fact of having seen service in the Royal 
Navy or in the local naval forces. The organising 
staff under Captain Hixson were Commander 
Connor, Lieutenant F H Brownlow, Instructor 
Rickwood, Sub-Lieutenants Williams, Falk, White, 

Wilson and Coggins, and Staff-Surgeon Steel, 
and the magnitude of their task may be somewhat 
appreciated from the statement that it included 
enrolling, medically examining and attesting the 
men and dividing them into four companies; 
clothing and equipping them throughout; 
attending to the general armament, completing 
the medical and general ambulance furnishings, 
and arranging certain matters in connection with 
the commissariat. The party of marines was 
organised under the direction of Captain Neisigh. 
With regard to the medical examination, that 
afforded but little trouble, for the men were 
physically as fine as body as could be selected for 
active service. This was the force to which the 
public voluntarily assembled yesterday to bid 
‘God speed.’ The authorities desired that there 
should be no great public demonstration and in 
order to facilitate embarkation and avoid display 
the shortest route was chosen along which to 
move from the naval headquarters to 
Woolloomooloo Bay where the transport Salamis 
was berthed. Nevertheless, the people have a 
fond affection for their sailors, and the latest New 
South Wales war contingent was subjected to a 
leave taking fully as cordial as that which any 
previous force has enjoyed. The Salamis will 
leave Port Jackson this afternoon, in accordance 
with the Imperial naval regulation, which makes it 
imperative for a transport to remain at anchor for 
twenty four hours after embarking troops.  
THE MUSTER AT FORT MACQUARIE 
MARCH THROUGH THE CITY 
The announcement that there was to be no public 
demonstration on the departure of the New South 
Wales Naval Contingent for China seems in the 
upshot to have been futile, for yesterday there 
was almost as large and quite as sympathetic a 
crowd in the streets to wave and cheer bon 
voyage to the intrepid volunteers as had 
appeared when our soldiers went to the 
Transvaal. About 3 o’clock the men, in heavy 
marching order, and bearing bayoneted rifles and 
cutlasses, assembled in the drill room at Fort 
Macquarie. This building was surrounded by a 
gesticulating gathering of friends, relatives and 
sight seers, and some few of these, with passes, 
managed to penetrate into the interior. There also 
were the Premier (Sir W J Lyne), the Colonial 
Secretary (Mr J See), the Minister for Education 
(Mr J Perry) and Mr McGowen, MLA. A great deal 
of hand shaking was going on. The Ministerial 
party chatted with the officers, receiving with 
pleasure the joint and several assurances that 
they were all ‘fit.’ Sir William Lyne likewise 
conversed with a number of the men. Some of 
these he recognised. The impression formed by 
all the visitors in the drill room was that our naval 
volunteers were as fine a set of men ‘of the 
bulldog breed’ as are likely to be put ashore by 
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the Admiralty in China from any portion of her 
Majesty’s dominions. Captain Hixson, their 
commander, who looked in vigorous health, 
informed the Premier that all the volunteers 
expected were in attendance excepting two, and 
they would be available in good sea-going trim 
later on. Charles Hart, a man who the previous 
night was injured through a tram accident, would 
not be able to proceed. 
On a blackboard in the room a chalked notice 
appeared as follows: ©‘We are now under the 
Naval Discipline Act. Officers and men will shave 
in accordance therewith.” The meaning of this 
instruction ……………………………………………. 
In combination with peaked beards were required 
to shave clean and it had already led to 
considerable transformations. Men, for instance, 
who had worn merely moustaches and had not 
time to grow beards after learning that they were 
going away, had been compelled to sacrifice 
those ornaments, with the consequence that 
many of their best friends hardly knew them when 
they displayed their expressive mouths. The open 
countenance of the contingent’s dog also 
attracted much attention. He is a plump muscular 
ginger and white bull pup, with projecting teeth, 
aged eight months, who grows more truculent in 
appearance every day. This acquisition to the 
strength of the corps was presented to the 
contingent by Mr W T Thompson, of the firm of 
Richardson and Thompson, solicitors, and is 
regarded as a comrade by every man in the 
departing force. The dog’s name is ‘Nipper.’ 
It was nearly 3.45 when everything was in 
readiness for the march to the Salamis. In the 
meanwhile, the Ministers had taken leave of the 
officers and withdrawn, farewell speeches having 
been postponed until the ensuing day. 
Commander Connor, in the temporary absence of 
Captain Hixson outside, spoke a few words to the 
men whilst they were awaiting the order to 
proceed. He said: ‘Remember on your way to the 
steamer we are going to do our duty. There will 
be no flags and flowers or display.  I ask you on 
your honour to conduct yourselves with dignity, 
and let there be no mistake made by the people 
of New South Wales about you. You must 
suggest to the public by your demeanour that you 
can do your work quietly, earnestly, and in good 
order. Therefore behave yourselves seriously and 
like men.’ This advice was received with cheers. 
Altogether two hundred and twenty seven 
bluejackets bound for China stood to arms in the 
drill room. In the yard, two hundred and five 
members of the Naval Brigade, one hundred and 
sixty four Naval Artillery Volunteers, twenty five 
members of the Marine Light Infantry and the 
combined naval bands, numbering about thirty 
five men, awaited them. 

On the order being given to march the multitudes 
of people in the vicinity cheered lustily. The Naval 
Contingent then moved out between a double line 
of their fellow bluejackets standing with fixed 
bayonets on each side of the pathway leading to 
the road, and the combined bands stepped 
forward playing ‘Sons of the Sea.’ Shortly 
afterwards Captain Hixson (the commander of the 
contingent), accompanied by some other officers 
in an open carriage, drove to a position in 
advance of the bands. The men were then 
ordered to slope arms. The procession eventually 
passed into Macquarie Street led by five or six 
mounted police closely attended by about the 
same number of foot constables. Then came 
Captain Hixson’s carriage, the bands following. 
The contingent bound for foreign service 
succeeded, having ‘Nipper’ the dog in the front 
rank held on a strong bright chain by its breeder, 
G L Jones, one of the bluejackets. Behind the 
contingent came the Marine Light Infantry, the 
balance of the Naval Brigadesmen (who are to 
stay in Sydney), and the Naval Artillery 
Volunteers. There was a great crush of people on 
either side of the procession as it went along. The 
mounted and foot police had a most active time in 
forming a way for it. They and their horses 
seemed to throw the crowd back, however, much 
in the fashion that the stem of a steamboat 
divides the waters as the vessel goes ahead. The 
cheering and waving of hats continued. Captain 
Hixson seemed extremely popular, having to 
continually raise his hat in acknowledgement of 
the greetings and good wishes shouted to him. 
Not only were all the windows and balconies 
along Macquarie Street lined with people, but the 
park railings formed moorings for many hundreds 
more. Great demonstrations were made at the 
Health Department buildings, the Treasury and 
the Colonial Secretary’s office, where many ladies 
occupied advantageous positions and waved 
handkerchiefs. The lumates of the more 
substantial residences appeared to join in the 
applause, and notwithstanding the supposedly 
private character of the progress many flags were 
displayed from the roofs. Salvoes of cheering 
were heard from the Warrigal and Australian 
clubs, from Parliament House, where many of the 
members had gathered to watch the procession, 
from crowds about the Sydney Hospital and Royal 
Mint, and from the balcony of St James Vicarage, 
where a great gathering of Pacific Islanders joined 
in the demonstration.  
As usual on such occasions the circus around the 
Queen’s statue was momentarily blocked with 
vehicles containing spectators. The procession 
passed on over the hill between the Domain and 
St Mary’s Cathedral towards Woolloomooloo. On 
the footpaths at this point the waiting crowd 
became somewhat thinner, but the throng from 
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Macquarie Street and the city followed the march, 
many waving small Union Jacks and shouting. 
Coming down the hill from town the 
processionists could see the quiet streets of 
Woolloomoolo rushed from all directions in 
advance, and the windows being opened and the 
balconies and verandahs lined with spectators. 
The bands varied their music, ‘Sons of the Sea’ 
merging into the ‘Absent Minded Beggar,’ the 
‘Red, White and Blue,’ the ‘Girl I left Behind Me,’ 
etc. In Dowling Street, on approaching the Bay, 
the musicians struck up ‘A Life on the Ocean 
Wave,’ and they finally wound up with ‘Auld Lang 
Syne.’ Another vast stationary concourse was 
found about the wharves at Woolloomooloo, who 
greeted the procession with fresh cheering, whilst 
on the heights of Potts Point every eminence was 
crowned with people. Many of the ships on the 
bay were dressed with bunting and there were 
numerous other festive indications. At the gates of 
the wharf reserve a strong body of police was 
assembled. The constables observed that a great 
many civilians, not all correctly apparelled, had 
sandwiched themselves between the bands and 
the bluejackets and that quite a large number of 
ladies presumed to be relatives, judging by their 
affectionate gestures, hung on to the arms of the 
gallant seamen. The police made it their business 
to remove these excrescencies in transit, and, as 
the men were advancing with rapidity, they had to 
execute gymnastic feats to do it. The weather was 
charming, and in every way favourable for the 
procession and display. Apart from the serious 
aspects of the occasion and the pangs of parting 
on both sides, the proceedings ought to have 
been as enjoyable to all concerned as they were 
satisfying to the eye. 
THE EMBARKATION 
Cowper Wharf, Woolloomooloo, has been the 
scene of much larger crowds within the past few 
months, but never a more enthusiastic gathering 
has there been in that quarter of the town than 
that which yesterday cheered the naval 
contingent on its way to China. From early in the 
afternoon the people gathered along the streets 
running parallel with and abutting on the wharf, 
and looked with envy through the iron fencing at 
those fortunate enough to hold passes which 
enabled them to move up alongside the transport 
Salamis. The Aberdeen  liner was already a hive 
of business, as not only were much packing and 
shipping and stowing of warlike goods going 
forward, but two hundred men of the Victorian 
naval forces were on board. They were a fine 
looking lot of men, hard as so many bunches of 
wire, and bearing on their faces just as our local 
naval men do the stamp of the salt sea. It makes 
a very decided family likeness, for through their 
noses might differ in that some were aquiline and 
some ‘tiptilted, though their eyes might vary in 

colour, and their hair be of different hues, there 
was the strong square jaw and the stern set 
features – the easily borne determination of the 
real fighting British tar – and the something else 
that denoted the ‘boys of the bulldog breed,’ that 
gave the onlookers the impression that they were 
decidedly of the one genus. Jolly as the proverbial 
tar, strong as could have been the old time sailors 
who have an anchor and agile as monkeys, they 
scampered over the ship and clambered up and 
down the rigging, cheered and cheered again, 
and generally disported themselves to the utmost 
limit of the freedom that had for the time been 
given them. The Victorians are fortunate in having 
on board a brass band, being half the strength of 
HMVS Cerberus brass band, and the two hours 
preceding the arrival of the contingent were 
enlivened with well rendered pieces. Shortly 
before four o’clock naval and military officers 
arrived singly, and proceeded on board to view 
the ship. Major-General French, the military 
commandant, Colonel Taunton, AQMG, were 
amongst the earliest arrivals. The contingent did 
not arrive at the transport’s side until half past four 
o’clock, and when they did come the gates were 
thrown open and the public rushed through. The 
sailors and marines in khaki were received by a 
guard of honour furnished by the Royal Australian 
Artillery. They continued their march without 
stopping, forced a way through the crowd, and 
filed right up the gangway and down below to 
their mess tables, taking with them a couple of 
regimental dogs. It was a piece of expeditious 
work in harmony with that displayed in the 
organisation of the force, for in fifteen minutes 
after their arrival at the ship’s side the Salamis 
had cast off from the wharf and was on her 
voyage to moorings in the harbour. Meanwhile the 
Victorians were away up on the yards, and 
clinging in hazardous positions just below the 
trucks and in other eerie elevations. The New 
South Wales Naval Brigade Band had played all 
its nautical and patriotic airs, and the crowds on 
the wharf had cheered incessantly. There was 
much leave taking, some merry in character, 
some patriotic. One lady handed to a member of 
the contingent a small gold locket, and smilingly 
bade him ‘Good bye.’ Directly he disappeared 
from view she burst into sobs and was taken 
away by her friends. Another, in wishing her 
departing sailor ‘Good luck, dear,’ added, ‘And 
don’t you spare a single Chinaman.’ This 
injunction was warmly applauded by those who 
overheard it and both sailor and his wife were 
satisfied. As has already been stated, Captain 
Hixson, RN, will accompany the contingent as far 
as Hong Kong, and throughout the voyage of the 
Salamis will have command of the combined New 
South Wales and Victorian force. Today a 
Ministerial visit will be paid to the troopship. 
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ON THE HARBOUR 

On the harbour the scene presented by the 
Victorians swarming the rigging of the troopship, 
manning the yards on the fore, and hand-in-hand 
singing in true British tar style ‘Three Cheers for 
the Red, White and Blue’ added life to a picture 
which at one time seemed to lack the interest it 
deserved. Some steamers had run round to the 
bay to take part in the send off. The Edina, the 
Greyhound, the handsome Eve, and the graceful 
Swan, with the colours of the Salamis flying (the 
red and blue field and the white star in the centre) 
were noticeable. The Swan had her ‘blue peter’ 
flying, presumably to indicate that the troopship 
would take departure within twenty four hours. 
There were thousands ashore along the water 
front, but they kept aloof from the vessels ready to 
take them afloat after the stately ship went from 
the wharf. Had the Salamis been proceeding 
direct to sea instead of moving only from the 
wharf to the stream, a flotilla of crowded steamers 
would have followed her to the Heads. People 
were patriotically excited, and were present in 
great numbers. When ‘Auld Lang Syne’ and 
‘Soldiers of the Queen’ are heard by a congested 
mass who are devoted to the flag and are 
watching the ‘boys’ hanging out on the yard arms 
with open mouths and waving arms, singing and 
beating time to the strains of national music, it is 
little wonder such a scene as that of yesterday 
was witnessed. Nor was it surprising that the 
cheers of the people ashore floated across to 
those who were on the water. Ladies out in skiffs 
took up the refrain in common with the sterner 
sex. 
No attempt was made at an aquatic 
demonstration. It was a natural outburst of the 
popular feeling. On the boats while the 
embarkation took place all that one heard was, 
‘Bravo, lads! God bless you!’ and aboard the 
more pretentious steamboats me, who at other 
times would have hesitated, sprang on the taff rail 
and hung on, joining, with caps waving, keeping 
time with hand and voice, in lustily showing their 
appreciation by joining in the chorus. Here and 
there you might hear a deprecatory remark, ‘What 
nonsence sending a handful of men to China.’ 
And then in the boat the inevitable battle of words 
would take place, while aboard number 105 (the 

Salamis) five hundred good and true Britishers 
were waving the Union Jack as they clustered on 
the shrouds and hung to the ratlines. It was 
George Thompson’s yacht like steamer with the 
green painted hull, the clipper lines, and the 
barquentine rig. To the main rigging the 
bluejackets were hanging in scores until there 
was not half a fathom of space, while in the fore 
rigging and on the foreyard, upper and lower 
topsail yards, and the top gallant yard, the ‘boys’ 
foregathered, the harbour flotilla giving vent to a 
‘cock-a-doodle-doo.’ 
In the pleasant nor-easter (the first for several 
weeks) were open sailing boats standing on and 
off the bay, and running at times perilously near 
the sides of No 105, but always clearing as the 
helmsmen put them about. The type of ocean 
carrier just astern of the troopship, the Nordfarer, 
was in striking contrast with the Salamis – the one 
a great carrying steamer of the most useful type, 
the Salamis distinctly different, finer in shape of 
hull and in symmetrical form. Few finer sailing 
ships have entered any port in the world than 
those owned by George Thompson, of Aberdeen, 
and very few indeed have made faster passage 
over two oceans. It would be like recalling the 
events of but a few days ago to mention the 
Samuel Plimsoll, the Thermopylae, Jerusalem, 
Militiades, Paricles, Sophocles and the old 
Salamis, whose prototypes are now found in the 
steamer No 105 and the new Thermopylae, the 
Damascus, Moravian, Australasian, Aberdeen 
and others. No more beautiful vessels are found 
in the pages of ‘Lloyd’s Register’ or grace the 
ocean than these Aberdeen liners, and it is fitting 
that the first British colours to be carried to China 
aboard a troopship with Australians aboard 
should be a steamer whose lines must attract the 
notice of every passing ship of any nation. It was 
with such an impression when the whistle of the 
steamer snorted three times, and the Salamis got 
under weigh that the water spectators witnessed 
her take her leave of the bay. Speaking of fine 
built clippers, it may be mentioned that only two 
ships’ length away from where the Salamis was 
lying there lay one of Nicel’s line – the clipper 
Torridon, down almost to her marks and ready for 
London. Captain Mearns had her handsomely 
dressed with flags and her bright painted ports 
and all staunto rig rendered her an attractive 
object at the scene of the send off to our gallant 
Naval boys. The Salamis, after leaving the wharf, 
smartly turned towards the western channel after 
rounding Garden Island, whence came hearty 
cheers from the Imperial bluejackets there, and 
escorted by half a dozen steamers she came to 
an anchor, in readiness to leave this morning for 
the Land of the Mongol. 
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From the Sydney Morning Herald, Thursday 9 
August 1900: 
THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
OFFICIAL VISITS TO THE TRANSPORT 
ADDRESSES BY LORD BEAUCHAMP AND 
MINISTERS 
 
DEPARTURE OF THE SALAMIS 

 
The transport Salamis, with the New South Wales 
and Victorian naval contingents on board, cleared 
the Heads for Hong Kong at 5.30 pm yesterday, 
and with fair weather will make her destination 
about midnight on August 24. She carries with her 
3500 tons of coal for the use of the Imperial naval 
authorities in the East, and her charter so far 
extends for two months after her arrival in Hong 
Kong. The men quickly settled down in their 
quarters yesterday, and apart from the irruption of  
leave-taking friends there was no bustle on board. 
The absence of horses makes a great difference 
in the internal economy of a transport, and in this 
particular case the fact of the fighting men being 
sailors assisted towards the general orderliness of 
everything. A landsman will occupy as much 
space on board ship as half a dozen sailors, to 
whom a cramped corner is a large space, and a 
line up in the yards as comfortable a foothold as a 
square yard of deck. Ferry steamers, official 
launches, and rowboats plied over the waters of 
the harbour all the day, and when the Salamis 
weighed anchor as the evening came on a 
numerous flotilla stood by, from which arose 
encouraging cheers to those bound for distant 
shores. 
Captain Hixson, RN, the naval commandant in 
New South Wales, fully recognised the magnitude 
of the task so excellently achieved, and he has 
caused to be placed on record the following 
minute: ‘Captain Hixson desires to place on 
record the exceedingly valuable assistance 
rendered by Lieutenant F H C Brownlow, Naval 
Artillery Volunteers, in organising and carrying out 
the heavy work in connection with the fitting-out of 
the contingent. His untiring energy and zeal have 
exceeded every anticipation, and, without his aid, 
the contingent would not have been ready on the 
day fixed for despatch. He has spent days and 
nights in indefatigable work, with the result that a 
most efficient body of men has been got ready at 

short notice.’ Captain Hixson also placed on 
record his appreciation of the services of Gunnery 
Instructor W G Rickwood, Lieutenant Williams, 
Sub-Lieutenants White, Wilson and Coggins in 
connection with the marines. 
Yesterday morning his Excellency the Governor 
and the Premier (Sir William Lyne) paid a visit to 
the Salamis and after they had inspected the 
vessel and chatted with the officers, the 
Contingent was mustered forward and addressed 
from the forecastle deck. 
LORD BEAUCHAMP’S ADDRESS 
Lord Beauchamp said: ‘Captain Hixson, officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and men of the Naval 
Brigade, - I am glad to have the opportunity of 
wishing you very shortly ‘Goodbye and 
Godspeed.’ I am also glad to think that there are 
some of the other colony – our neighbour 
(Victoria) – here to whom I can say that our 
wishes for their success are as great as are our 
wishes for the success of our own men. 
(Applause.) You know that wherever you are our 
thoughts will be with you. It is not only while you 
are fighting in battles that we will remember you, 
because we know that there are a lot of hardships 
in front of you, and we believe that you will go 
through them as creditably to yourselves and your 
colonies as did the men whom we sent to South 
Africa. (Applause.) I can say this, that from your 
looks I am satisfied that you are as good a lot of 
men as we sent to South Africa, and I have no 
doubt that you will do the colony (New South 
Wales) as much credit as the men now in action 
at the front. Your going away is very significant. 
By your presence in China you are going to show 
that Australia is heart and soul with the mother 
country. (Applause.) I hope that by your presence 
side by side with the English troops you will show 
all the countries of the world how strongly you feel 
with the mother country. (Applause.) I can only 
say once more that I do most heartily wish you 
Godspeed and a safe return.’ (Applause.) 
In response to a call by Captain Hixson, RN, three 
hearty cheers were given for his Excellency the 
Governor (Lord Beauchamp). 
CONGRATULATIONS BY THE PREMIER 
The Premier (Sir William Lyne), at the request of 
Lord Beauchamp, also addressed a few words to 
the men. He said: ‘His Excellency has told you 
that from your appearance there is no doubt that if 
you have an opportunity when you get to China 
you will render a good account of yourselves. I 
can speak more confidently than that, because I 
know the stuff you are made of, and I know 
positively that you will do well if the chance is 
given to prove your mettle. I am glad with his 
Excellency that there are men from Victoria here, 
because after January next it will not be a 
question of New South Wales and Victoria 
sending troops, but united action by a federated 
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Australia. (Cheers.) We are pleased to know, 
therefore, that you are going in company in this 
ship to support the British arms. We sent a large 
number of men to South Africa to assist Great 
Britain in the trouble there. They have done well. 
We expected them to do well; but they have done 
better even than we expected of them. 
Consequently I am particularly pleased that the 
Government has had an opportunity of sending 
some of our Naval Brigade to China. We have 
men fighting on land, and I want the Naval 
Brigade to have some fighting on the water. (Loud 
cheers.) I have no doubt that every opportunity 
will be given you to prove that you are good men 
and good sailors, too, and you will have an 
opportunity of gaining practical experience in war 
– an experience that will be of great service to 
your country when you return. I wish you all 
Godspeed. I know you will not disappoint us. 
When you return covered with glory we, your 
personal and public friends, will give you the 
heartiest reception that it is possible for a grateful 
people to give.’ (Loud cheers.) 
Captain Hixson called for three cheers for the 
Premier (Sir William Lyne), and the men 
responded heartily. 
In the afternoon a party, consisting of the Colonial 
Secretary (Mr See), the Minister for Lands (Mr 
Hassall), Mr McGowen, MLA, Mr Critchett Walker, 
CMG (Principal Under-Secretary), and Mr 
Hickson (Under-Secretary for Public Works) went 
on board the Salamis, and the men were again 
mustered forward to hear addresses. 

MR SEE CONGRATULATES THE 
CONTINGENT 

Mr See said: ‘Captain Hixson, officers and men of 
the naval contingent about to leave for China, - In 
my position as Minister for Defence I have come 
on board to say good-bye, and to wish you 
Godspeed. I feel sure that wherever you go you 
will give a good account of yourselves and do 
your duty. (A Bluejacket: ‘We will, sir.’) I know that 
there has been a great deal of disappointment up 
to the present moment amongst men connected 
with the naval forces because they were not 
allowed to go to South Africa to join their 
comrades and assist their brother Britishers in 
carrying on the war in that country. Therefore I am 
very glad, not that there is war in China, but 
because the opportunity has arisen for 
recognising the naval forces of the colony, and for 
allowing me to give my consent, approbation, and 
encouragement to the admirable spirit that has 
been shown. When I went to Fort Macquarie the 
other day and saw men of such splendid 
physique, I was proud of you, and when I saw you 
going along the street you did not seem to be 
men who had any fear, but rather men who knew 
their duty and were determined to do it, no matter 
what it might be. You are going, not on a mission 

of aggrandisement, but on a mission of giving 
greater freedom to the communities of the world. 
We have all heard of the terrible atrocities in 
China, and it is fitting that in such a cause Great 
Britain should recognise the men of her colonies, 
and of New South Wales in particular. She has 
invited a contingent of our naval forces to go to 
China to take part in the civilizing influences 
which I am sure will follow the arrival of the British 
and other troops. (Cheers.) I know from your 
training, courage, and devotion that you will do 
your duty. Of course, you have to take the 
chances of war. That you have made up your 
minds to do. (A voice: ‘Yes, we know.’ Cheers.) 
Should any of you fall in battle or meet your death 
in China, those of you who have friends, wives, 
children, or mothers may depend upon it that the 
Government and public of this colony will not be 
unmindful of the responsibilities of looking after 
them. (Loud cheers.) There is another portion of 
your contingent which has been disappointed in 
not getting away to the war earlier. I refer to the 
‘Third’ Contingent – men whom I am now pleased 
to have the opportunity of congratulating on at last 
getting their chance. Now I wish to say that I 
consider the rapid equipment and general 
arrangements for the despatch of this contingent 
are highly creditable to all concerned. (A 
Bluejacket: ‘Everything is first class.’ Cheers.) 
There has been very little time indeed for 
preparation, and all the resources of the local and 
Imperial naval services have been placed at 
disposal. Great credit also reflects on the men 
who have volunteered to go to the front, because, 
as I have always said, the voluntary spirit is the 
feature that is so gratifying. The organisers of the 
contingent have worked assiduously, loyally, and 
patriotically, and not the least of the work has 
been done by your commandant, Captain Hixson. 
(Cheers.) He joined the force I would not like to 
say how long ago, and has taken a great interest 
in all that respects the naval forces, and it must 
be a proud moment for him that he can on an 
emergency like this collect such a large number of 
men and take them to China in order to hand 
them over, as your comrades in South Africa were 
taken and handed over, to the British authorities 
at the front, there to be used as such authorities 
shall direct. Goodbye. God bless you and speed 
you, and give you a safe return. (Loud cheers.) 
MR HASSALL COMMENDS THE FIGHTING 
KANGAROO 
Mr Hassall (the Minister for Lands), on being 
asked to speak, said he recognised that the army 
and navy of England had won a name throughout 
the world that could not be excelled by any nation 
on earth. He felt proud that the ‘boys’ had come 
forward voluntarily to fight the battles of their 
country in any part of the globe in which they 
were required. He was sure they would uphold 
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the grandest traditions of the British race no 
matter whether those doing their duty were 
descended from the English, the Irish or the 
Scotch. He asked them to do their duty like men, 
no matter what the task was he was sure that the 
fighting kangaroo of Australia could hold its own 
with the British. (Cheers.) He wished them luck, 
and hoped that though they might all come back 
to those whom for the time they were leaving, but 
if some of them fell their memories would never 
be forgotten, and it would be the duty of the 
people and the Government to take good care of 
those dependent on them. (Cheers.) 
MR McGOWEN GREETS OLD FRIENDS 
Mr McGowen, MLA, also addressed a few words 
to the assembled men. He said that since war had 
begun with the Transvaal he had had many 
opportunities of speaking to soldiers, but on no 
previous occasion had he spoken under such 
restraint, because among those who were 
listening to him were many who had been his 
personal friends for years. He felt proud as an 
Australian of such a fine body of men, and what-
ever their luck was they would have the comfort-
ing knowledge that they had done all that the 
greatest men in the world could do – their duty. 
(Cheers.)  
At the call of Captain Hixson three cheers were 
given for the visitors, and at the invitation of Mr 
See cheers were given for the Queen, for Captain 
Hixson and the officers of the contingent, and for 
New South Wales. 
The party then left the ship, and shortly after-
wards all visitors were ordered ashore. 
THE FAREWELL 
Round the Salamis before the hour fixed for her 
sailing were many steamers of various tonnage. 
There were also many boats of as varied a size 
as the steamers. The pulling and sailing craft 
were there, and above all was a desire to see the 
Salamis away – to hear again the hearty voices of 
brave lads, and to say au revoir. For hours 
previously the water traffic had been great. And it 
was not people who went out of curiosity that 
filled the thickly laden vessels. They were chiefly 
ladies and children and relatives, and on the deck 
of the Salamis such a scene as that which took 
place has rarely happened on and merchantman. 
The ‘boys in khaki’ (Marine Light Infantry) as fine 
a lot of troops as ever stepped a ship’s deck were 
taking farewell of their friends, and the blue 
jackets some already barefoot as becomes the 
profession when in service, were bidding goodbye  
to their wives and families. It was almost a pity 
that this sad farewell took place on the ship at the 
sailing hour, but, as Captain Douglas remarked, 
‘What can you do? They are splendid fellows, and 
you can’t, indeed wouldn’t, interfere in these 
farewell greetings.’ And so it was nearly 5 o’clock 
before the steam winch was set going on the 

cable, though the ship was hove short long 
before. The gangways then on port and starboard 
sides were still crammed with ladies and children, 
and steamers hung on, taking in their living 
freights amid the cheers from nearly 600 throats. 
A steamer on the other side of the harbour sent 
up rockets, and bands played on the launches. 
The Salamis blew her final sonorous blast as the 
anchor hove in sight. She then steamed up the 
harbour a bit and went round on her port helm, 
the boys in khaki and in blue being up in the 
rigging, and the band playing the National 
Anthem. As a westerly squall came down she 
rounded Bradley’s Head, and in half an hour was 
outside the waters of Port Jackson on her way to 
China. 
PIGEON MESSAGE 
Mr Wright, secretary of the Sydney Homing 
Pigeon Society, received the following message 
by pigeon post from the troopship Salamis last 
evening: ‘Message from SS Salamis 8.8.00. Birds 
liberated at 5.25 pm. Goodbye for a while. 
Liberated birds at the Heads; wind blowing very 
hard. Tell the M F B. that Riddell, Sturch, Carr 
and Smith are bucking up splendidly.  
Goodbye. F W Ambrose.’ 
*Riddell, Sturch and Smith belonged to ‘D’ 
Company and Carr to ‘C’ Company. 
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From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Monday 24 September 1900: 
THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
LIFE ON THE SALAMIS 
The following letter has been received by Lieut-
Commander Gardner from Sub-Lieutenant Gillam, 
now serving in China with the New South Wales 
Naval Contingent:- 
SS Salamis, at sea, 24 August 1900: We are just 
off the Philippines, in fact, passing through them 
and expect to arrive in Hong Kong in two days 
time. On getting outside Sydney we found the sea 
wonderfully calm, and so it remained for the first 
ten days. We could hardly imagine we were at 
sea, so fine did the weather keep. Out of the five 
hundred men on board only two were seasick, 
one an officer and the other an A B. Owing to the 
intense heat we have not been worked very hard 
so far. We ‘subs’ and ‘middies’ have to take our 
watch of four hours on the bridge in twenty four, 
but as this is the coolest place on the vessel, it is 
an agreeable task. The men are getting on A1, 
but have not quite mastered the new rifle – the 
magazine giving some trouble. Just now, with few 
exceptions, we are recovering from vaccination 
and prickly heat, the latter troubling me in 
particular. Running through the islands about New 
Guinea we witnessed some lovely sights. The 
steamer passed quite close to some of them, 
enabling us to examine the dense vegetation 
growing right down to the water’s edge with 
hundreds of coconut palms intermingled. Between 
Long Island and another small one we passed a 
large war canoe crowded with natives. They were  
too far off to hail, and appeared to be travelling at 
a great pace to get as far from the steamer as 
possible. The same afternoon on another island 
we could plainly see about three hundred natives 
on the beach launching some canoes. On 
sounding the steamer’s two whistles 
simultaneously, the number of people on the 
beach increased wonderfully. 
While passing through the islands we crossed the 
line. King Neptune came on board with his 
committee and police – about eighty all told – and 
I was honoured by being the first victim. I had just 
time to get into my pyjamas when four police took 
charge, introduced me to Neptune and family, the 
doctor, and also the lawyer of the ocean monarch. 
The doctor was very generous with his pills, and 
the court barber does not spare lather or forget to 
twist the seat when he has finished, which usually 
means a sudden bath for the victim. 
Unfortunately, the water was too shallow and 
consequently I got a nasty bump on the head, 
which got me out of a severe ducking. About 
twenty of the officers and two hundred men went 
through the ordeal, which was about the best 
day’s sport we have had to date. So far, I am 
attached to ‘A’ Company, together with the 

Newcastle contingent. Dr Steel, the medical 
officer, has made himself a general favourite, and 
the Victorians, both officers and men, are in 
perfect agreement with our people. The Victorians 
have no junior officers, the vacancies being filled 
with warrant officers instead. The Newcastle men 
received the tobacco all right, and shared it out, 
giving me a share also. They seem to have 
settled down forward. We ran into a gale on 
Monday which lasted three days, and soon 
showed who were the sailors. The gale reached 
the climax on Wednesday. The ports were all 
closed, and the seas kept sweeping fore and aft, 
making everything very uncomfortable, especially 
below, where the heat was intolerable. I had the 
middle watch that night, and saw more lightning in 
fifteen minutes than I saw in my life previously. 
The wind was terrific, and unless holding on to a 
rail or stanchion it was impossible to stand. We 
have all had some lessons on the sextant, and 
lectures on naval etiquette – quite an art, I find.  
SS Salamis, Hong Kong, 27 August 1900: We 
arrived here yesterday. Hong Kong is a wonderful 
place with its 250,000 Chinese living in sampans. 
The harbour is crowded with shipping, including 
war vessels of all nations. I have only just time to 
catch the mail, but will write later on our more 
interesting work ahead. 
Mr H Evans, of Wickham, has received the 
following letter from his son, who is an A B with 
the New South Wales Naval Contingent in China: 
Hong Kong, 27 August 1900 
We arrived here safe and sound on Sunday 
morning about 8.30 am, so you see that was 
about an eighteen days trip, and a better trip we 
could not wish for. We had very little work to do. 
We used to stow hammocks at 7 o’clock, then 
breakfast, and fall in for morning quarters at 9 
o’clock. That was to have our names called and 
then Divine service. It used to run like that every 
day. Now and then a little drill, and we had to take 
it in turns to be cock of the mess. There was ten 
on a mess. Horace and I used to go on together. 
Our duties were to go to the galley, get the grub, 
dish it out, and clean the place after meals. 
It was very funny crossing the line – the Neptune 
business. All those who had never crossed the 
line before had to go through a certain process, 
get an introduction to Neptune and his wife, see 
the doctor, and get a pill; then see the barber and 
get a haircut and shave, a sham like water and 
flour for lather and a large wooden razor, and 
then be dipped in a large sail spread across the 
deck with five or six feet of water in it, and two 
men dressed as bears to duck you. Officers and 
all had to go through. It was carried out in great 
style. 
The first eight days out it was just like being in the 
harbour; not a move in the water. You would 
hardly credit it unless you had seen it. Talk about 
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eating, I never used to know when to stop. 
Horace was the same, and we used to get as 
much as we wanted, and good at that. We had 
four pretty rough days at the last. There were a 
few sick, but both Horace and I stood it very well. 
We were not sick all the way across. 
When we landed yesterday we anchored out in 
the stream. We are still there. We won’t go 
alongside. In fact, there is no place big enough for 
our boat to land. There are no big wharves like 
you have over there, but a bigger and prettier 
harbour you could not wish to sail up. They 
allowed the starboard watch to go ashore; that is, 
the odd numbers, so Horace and I were amongst 
the even numbers, port watch to go ashore in the 
queerest sort of boat I ever saw, which they call a 
san-pan. Women have to work just the same as 
the men. They all dress alike, and carry their 
children strapped across their back. It cost us 
twenty cents return, and a long pull at that. Fifty 
cents is equal to one shilling in our money. When 
we got there the first thing I noticed was a 
rickshaw. It’s like a little cab, but only carries one, 
and Chinese pull them. Talk about getting, they 
can beat a horse trotting, and there are thousands 
of them going all day long. No Sunday here. It’s a 
fine big place, and there are some splendid 
buildings. There are all sorts of troops here. 
I think we are going to Shanghai from here. If so, 
we will be there when you get this, and perhaps a 
good way up north. They are sending the old big 
guns ashore here and getting new ones in their 
place, so we might have some fighting to do, 
although Peking is relieved. Tell them all if I keep 
on like this I will go fourteen or fifteen stone by the 
time I get back there. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Friday 26 April 1901: 

 
THE CHINA CONTINGENT 
Sydney, Thursday 25 April 1901 
The Imperial transport Chingtu, which is bringing 
home the naval contingents sent from this state 
and Victoria to China, arrived this evening. 
The vessel will be placed in quarantine for the 
customary inspection, and as soon as the health 
authorities have granted pratique the Chingtu will 
berth at the E and A Company’s wharf, Circular 
Quay, and the landing of the troops and the 
procession through the streets will follow. No 
definite hour can as yet be fixed for this, but it will 
probably be tomorrow afternoon. 
The procession will march via Pitt, Park, College 
and Macquarie Streets to the old shed, where 
they will be disbanded, after the State Premier 
has addressed them. 
It is reported that there is a serious case of c 
contagious illness on board. 
RECEPTION IN NEWCASTLE 
The steamer Chingtu, with the Australian Naval 
Contingent on board, reached Sydney from Hong 
Kong last evening. Arrangements have been 
completed to give the Newcastle men a suitable 
welcome, but the chances are they will not arrive 
tonight, seeing that the doctor does not board the 
vessel until this morning. There are two cases of 
suspicious sickness on board the Chingtu. It is 
proposed to meet the men of the sea at the 
railway station, where they are to be formally 
welcomed by the Mayor, probably on Monday 
night, and afterwards a demonstration will be held 
at the Royal Exchange Hotel. Addresses are to be 
delivered by the Mayor, Lieut-Colonel Ranclaud, 
Commander Gardner, and the members for the 
district. Last evening Commander Gardner wired 
to Surgeon Nickson, of the Naval Brigade, as 
follows: ‘Chingtu arrived at 7 o’clock. Doctor will 
board her first thing in the morning. If he passes 
her the contingent will land. There are two cases 
of suspicious sickness on board; otherwise all 
well.’ Surgeon Nickson has advised Commander 
Gardner to keep the men in Sydney until Monday 
night, when arrangements will be made to meet 
them upon arrival in Newcastle of the 8.5 train. 
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From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Tuesday 7 May 1901: 
AUSTRALIANS IN CHINA 
OUR MEN IN THE EAST 

 
In connection with the return of the Naval 
Contingent from China, it is interesting to read the 
following, which is clipped from the ‘China Times’ 
of 14 March 1901:- 
With the approaching departure of the Australian 
Contingent the time has now arrived at which it is 
necessary to say something with reference to the 
achievements of this column in China. The first 
expressions with which they are met on every 
hand is one of regret that they have not had 
opportunities of doing more. It is true that they 
have done as much as everyone else during the 
last few months, but it has become evident 
beyond disguise that they are in fact fully capable 
of doing much more than they have been called 
upon to perform. The sudden collapse of the 
Chinese deprived them of any real opportunity of 
showing their fighting qualities on this soil, and 
the comparatively orderly state of Peking and 
Tientsin ever since, due in a great measure to 
their efforts, gives scarcely an indication of their 
latest power. 
An enormous amount of work of an 
unostentatious kind has been got through by 
them, part of which it might otherwise have been 
necessary to leave undone, and much of which 
would certainly have left till a later stage. 
The Victorian and New South Wales naval 
brigades volunteered their services originally for 
South Africa, but for that country mounted infantry 
were required. When the Chinese crisis came on, 
it was thought that the naval brigades of the two 
colonies should have a chance of joining the 
British naval force in Chinese waters, which was 
none too strong. Accordingly two hundred and 
fifty from New South Wales and two hundred from 
Victoria, petty officers and men, with officers in 
command, left Sydney on board the Aberdeen 
White Star liner Salamis on 8 August 1900. The 
sending out of these men was arranged at a time 
when bloodcurdling stories were being wired from 
Shanghai of the massacre of the whole of the 
foreigners at Peking. There was a great 
demonstration at Sydney when they left. Their 
mission was to protect the lives and property of 

foreign residents. It was feared by many 
sorrowing relatives that theirs might be a perilous 
task. 
The Salamis reached Hong Kong on 26 August 
and here Captain Hixson and Lieutenant Hixson 
(Jnr) were left behind, Captain Alexander 
Gillespie, R N , assuming charge of the 
Contingent. At Hong Kong they were able to 
exchange their antiquated armament for more 
modern equipment. After a call at Woo-sung for 
orders on the 31 August the contingent reached 
Wei-hai-wei, where they spent a day, arriving at 
the Taku bar on 3 September. At this lovely spot 
they remained six days, and at last were shipped 
into lighters and conveyed to Tientsin where they 
were met by the drums and bugles of the 34th 
Pioneers, who played them out to the camp some 
three miles and a half from the land. 
The Australians first went into action on 19, 20 
and 21 September when they took part in the 
abortive Peking show. They started to march on 
Peking on 10 October and displayed excellent 
pedestrianism. They kept up the march with great 
spirit and no complaints and in spite of a delay of 
three days by heavy rain, and of the consequent 
soupy state of the roads, they entered Peking on 
20 October 1900. 
Whilst in this delightful capital the Australians 
have performed a variety of duties, the most 
responsible of which have been the guarding of 
the British Legation, the smaller Lama temple and 
other buildings including that useful institution the 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank; and the policing 
of the south-west quarter of the Tartar City. An 
important office has been added in the last few 
days, namely the guarding of the mails between 
Peking and the sea. So satisfactorily have they 
performed this duty that volunteers have been 
called from among the contingent to remain for 
the present, if not permanently, on duty as railway 
guards. A number of volunteers have come 
forward. It may be said that whenever anything 
out of the way has been wanted, the Australians 
have been ready to supply the want. At Tientsin 
the Victorians have been equally active. The 
Victorians took part in the Pao-ting-fu expedition, 
and have since been doing police work in an 
effective manner.  
The health of the Australian contingent has been 
good, both in the hot weather and the cold. Mr 
Steel, the staff surgeon, a splendid officer died in 
Peking on 10 November 1900 from a failure of the 
heart’s action. One light infantry marine died at 
Tientsin, one blue jacket at Tunchau, and one 
marine at Peking. The behaviour of the men as a 
whole has been excellent. No body of troops has 
shown more readiness to take up any duties 
placed upon them or greater conscientiousness in 
carrying them out. If fate ordains that there shall 
be many more opportunities for our colonial 
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brothers to bear their share of the Empire’s 
burdens, and if they continue to show the same 
eagerness and ability in taking these burdens up, 
the time will come when Australian troops will 
have earned a world wide reputation for 
themselves, not as fighting men only, but as the 
handy men who can be depended upon to fulfill 
all the demands that can reasonably be made 
upon a soldier, and a few more. They are equally 
ready to serve on board ship or on land. 
Their crowning feat has been the volunteering of 
the New South Wales marines to go to South 
Africa as mounted infantry. The end of the 
Transvaal war makes the acceptance of this offer 
unnecessary, but there has been no doubt about 
the readiness of the adventurous Australians, as 
soon as one job was finished, to turn to another 
without wasting time in thinking over it. Time was, 
not long ago, when Englishmen at home looked 
upon the colonial forces as a harmless, if not 
careless body of men. The Transvaal campaign 
was the first occasion on which the country was 
fully undeceived on this point. It has been only 
within the last twelve months or so that the 
Empire as a whole has realised its full strength. 
The Transvaal has afforded an object lesson 
which it has been well worth while for the country, 
to pay millions to learn. In China the service of the 
Australians have been of a different but not less 
valuable kind. The nation will owe thanks to the 
men who have left their home and families and 
occupations in order to carry out a share of the 
Empire’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners 
Advocate, Tuesday 7 May 1901: 
RETURN OF THE NAVAL CONTINGENT 
AN ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME 
The Newcastle members of the Naval Brigade, 
who formed part of the naval contingent sent to 
China last year, returned last evening, and met 
with a most enthusiastic welcome. In the vicinity 
of the railway station several thousands of people 
assembled shortly after 7 o’clock, anticipating that 
the ‘handy men’ would arrive by the 8.5 train, but 
they were disappointed, as the ‘sons of the sea’ 
came by the Brisbane mail, due at 8.25. On the 
railway station it was almost impossible to move, 
and it was with the utmost difficulty that the ‘lads 
in blue’ were taken out of the carriages. When 
something like order was obtained on the station 
(thanks to the efforts of Sub-Inspector McVane 
and his men) the blue jackets were lined up at the 
door of the refreshment room, where they were 
formally welcomed by Alderman W.B. Sharp, in 
the absence of the Mayor who was in Melbourne. 
There were also present: Lieut-Colonel Ranclaud, 
Lieut-Colonel Kirkaldy, Major Eames, Captain 
Beeston, Surgeon Nickson and several other 
military officers. The immediate friends of the men 
also assembled numerously, and it was generally 
remarked that the station premises had never 
previously held such a large crowd. Headed by 
their commander, the men marched from the 
platform into Watt Street where the Naval 
Brigade, in charge of Lieutenant Morris and 
Surgeon Nickson, the firemen, and the members 
of the Army Medical Corps were lined up, thus 
enabling the returned warriors to march with 
some degree of comfort to the starting point of the 
procession. At the word of command, the City 
Band, under the leadership of Mr W Barkel, struck 
up an appropriate air, and the men were soon on 
the march. After the band came Commander 
Gardner, Sub-Lieutenant Gillam, and his returned 
comrades, Mr E Flynn, in the uniform of the 17th 
Lancers, and the other officers already 
mentioned. The firemen, with lighted torches, 
walked on either side of the processionists, while 
the men of the Naval Brigade did splendid service 
in keeping the line of march clear. Turning into 
Hunter Street from Watt Street the scene was one 
never to be forgotten. All the balconies were lined 
with anxious citizens and their wives and families, 
all desirous to join in the welcome to the returned 
‘lads in blue.’ Frequently the men were cheered 
as they marched through the streets, but it was 
not until Wolfe Street was reached that the 
patriotism of the people was at its height. Here 
there were upwards of five thousand assembled, 
and when the other three thousand who 
accompanied the processionists arrived the crowd 
extended from the foot of the hill in Wolfe Street in 
a southerly direction; westward as far as Hay’s 
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furnishing arcade; and northerly almost into Scott 
Street. It was by far the largest crowd that has 
ever assembled to do honour to the returned 
soldiers, and it was just as orderly and well 
behaved. Arriving at the Royal Exchange Hotel 
where Mrs Hollinshead had made elaborate 
preparations to accommodate the crowd, the men 
were the recipients of another spontaneous 
outburst of enthusiasm, the cheering lasting some 
time. Eventually, Alderman Sharp, who occupied 
the chair, rose, and after reading apologies for the 
absence of Mr W T Dick, M P, Mr D Watkins,  
M H R, and ex-Commander Cross, he explained 
that he was presiding in the absence of the 
Mayor, who was in Melbourne. He was pleased to 
be able to say that the Newcastle men of the 
Naval Contingent had earned the commendation 
of their superior officers. (Hear, hear.) They went 
away at the call of the Empire to do what they 
could to assist the mother country, and it was 
gratifying to know that they had performed their 
duties manfully, with credit alike to themselves 
and the State that sent them. The people of 
Newcastle had had the privilege of welcoming 
other contingents, now they were welcoming the 
men of the Naval Brigade who had been equally 
as successful at the front. All this went to show 
what Australia was capable of doing when called 
upon. The citizens showed by their presence in 
such large numbers that they appreciated the 
work of the naval men, and he only hoped that the 
Federal Government would provide a proper 
training ship for New South Wales, so as to 
educate the handy men in the defence of the 
coast. He had much pleasure in welcoming the 
returned men.  
Commander Gardner, of the Naval Brigade, said 
he was proud to see such a vast concourse of 
people to welcome his boys back from China. 
They went away with every confidence, and he 
was delighted to know that they had performed 
their work nobly, and with credit alike to 
themselves and to the citizens of Newcastle. The 
men had been called upon to encounter both 
illness and sickness as well as the Boxers, and 
they returned to their homes after having earned 
the encomiums of the best officers in China. 
(Loud applause.)  
Lieut-Colonel Ranclaud, District Commandant, 
said he was pleased to be present to take part in 
the welcome to the Naval Brigade and the four 
men who had just returned from South Africa. 
They all knew what the verdict had been 
respecting the work of the men – that all had 
performed their duty nobly and well. It must be a 
source of gratification to the men to see such a 
large assemblage of citizens to welcome them 
home, and he for one was pleased to be there to 
take part in the welcome. 

Lieut-Colonel Kirkaldy was also pleased to meet 
the ‘sons of the sea’ on their return from China. 
They had welcomed the ‘Soldiers of the King,’ 
now they were welcoming the lads in blue, and 
they had well earned the reception they were 
receiving. 
Messrs. J L Fegan and Alfred Edden, M’s P (who 
were well received) also briefly and eulogistically 
addressed the men, their remarks being received 
with considerable applause. 
Sub-Lieutenant Gillam and A B’s Wiggins and 
Sapstead briefly acknowledged the kind welcome 
that had been extended themselves and 
comrades. Trooper Gaites also said a few words 
on behalf of himself and the returned men from 
South Africa.  
During the proceedings, Mr W W Chandler sang 
‘Sons of the Sea’ and ‘The Lads in Navy Blue,’ 
the crowd joining in the choruses. 
Votes of thanks having been accorded the hon. 
Secretaries (Messrs. E Flynn and T Dover), and 
the chairman, this part of the programme was 
brought to a close. 
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BURIAL DETAILS OF NSW NAVAL BRIGADE 
MEN WHO DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

 
Four New South Wales Naval Brigade and one 
Marine Light Infantryman died while on active 
service in China. 
2nd Petty Officer A J Bennett, B Company, died at 
Peking, 3 March 1901. 
Able Bodied seaman J Hamilton, B Company, 
died of exhaustion following dysentry at Tung-
chao, 6 November 1900.  
Private Thomas J Rogers, NSW Marine Light  
Infantry, died of influenza, 6 October 1900 
Able Bodied seaman Eli Rose, A Company, died 
of pleurisy at Peking, 6 January 1901.    
Staff-Surgeon John J Steel died at Peking, 10 
November 1900.  
AB Eli Rose, Staff-Surgeon Steel and 2nd PO A J 
Bennett were initially buried in the temporary 
graveyard in the grounds of the British Legation in 
Peking. All three were later exhumed and re-
interred in the British Cemetery.  
A search in the mid-1980’s for this cemetery 
proved unsuccessful, due to the destruction by 
the Red Guards in 1968 of all British Embassy 
records in Peking. The site of the British 
Cemetery is now near the rear of the present 
Beijing Hotel.  
AB J Hamilton was buried in a grave at Tung-
shao without a coffin, wrapped in a flag.   
Pte Thomas J Rogers was buried in the 
churchyard of the English Church. The church 
collapsed during  the Tangshan earthquake in 
1977. The site is now a block of apartments. 
The above photograph shows the graves of  
AB Eli Rose, Staff-Surgeon Steel and 2nd PO 
A J Bennett in the then British Cemetery. 
AB Eli Rose’s grave on the left, 2nd PO A J 
Bennett’s grave on the right. Staff-Surgeon 
Steel’s grave is in the second row. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW SOUTH WALES BOXER REBELLION 
MEMORIALS 

 
The bronze cannon presented to the Australian 
Government as a trophy of the NSW and 
Victorian Naval Contingents’ service in China. 
The cannon is at the main gate of the Royal 
Australian Navy’s Garden Island Dockyard, 
Sydney. 

 
Memorial plaque which was presented by the 
New South Wales Naval Contingent to the City of 
Sydney to commemorate the five members of the 
contingent who died on active service in China. 
The other name is that of Private C W Smart who 
died of smallpox at the North Head Quarantine 
Station after returning to Sydney aboard the 
Chingtu. The memorial plaque is now in the 
Garden Island Dockyard’s Chapel. 
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‘A’ Company, New South Wales Naval Brigade Contingent  

to China Boxer Rebellion, prior to embarkation 8 August 1900. 
 
Eight Newcastle Naval Brigade (AB W Leslie, AB G W Burgess, AB H A G Shepherd, AB G Sharman, AB J 
Wiggins, AB Arthur Sapsted, AB Eli Rose and AB Thomas Cahill) were members of ©A© Company.  
Thirteen Newcastle men under the command of Sub-Lieutenant Oscar W Gillam served in China between 
August 1900 and April 1901. AB Eli Rose was one of only five Australians to die on active service in China. 
He died at Peking from pleurisy on 6 January, 1901 and it is thought that his grave lies near the rear of the 
Beijing Hotel in Beijing, Peoples Republic of China. 
 
 
    


